BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
10 MARCH 2025
PRESENT: Cllrs, Ing, Foote-Wood, Blake, McLean & Drew 
Officers: Mr Clark (Town Clerk), Ms Atkinson (RFO)
Others: Teesdale Mercury
30.	ACCEPTANCE, OR OTHERWISE OF APOLOGIES
Cllr Thompson submitted his apologies. 
Resolved – That the submitted apologies be accepted.
31.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
In accordance with this Council’s adopted Constitution (Members’ Code of Conduct) (Minute 10/May/19 refers), Members will be asked whether they have any personal or prejudicial interests in any matter on the agenda and, if so, to declare those interests at this point of the meeting.  Members are reminded that a declaration can be given later in the meeting if a need arises during discussion.
Resolved – None declared.
32.	RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING – 06 JANUARY 2025 – MINUTES
Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting on the 06 January 2025 be approved as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk64542765]33.	BUDGET MONITORING REPORTS
Received – Reports on the income and expenditure activity of the Council from 1 December 2024 to 31 January 2025. 
Resolved – That the information be received and noted.                                               
34.	WOODLEIGH
 DCC Pest Control have laid traps to eliminate vermin recorded on Woodleigh grounds. Areas of vegetation has been cut back and a small amount of pointing around the base of the building will be carried out.
Following two visits the problem appears to have been almost eliminated.
Reference was made to a problem with vermin currently existing in the Newgate area of the town.
The Clerk advised members of the need to have the garage doors repaired. This work will be carried out by the council maintenance supervisor.
Resolved – That the information be received and noted. 
35.	GRANTS APPROVED BY PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
In line with the councils Financial Donations Policy 2024/25 the grant awards below were approved by the Partnership Committee at its meeting on the 3 February 2025 and require ratifying by the Resources Committee.
Teesdale Archery Club £300.00
Park Run Barnard Castle £800.00
Resolved – That the grant awards approved by the Partnership Committee are ratified.
36.	BLUE PLAQUE – OLD MILL, DEMESNES
Received – Report.
Resolved – (a) that the information is received; (b) That the contribution of £200.00 from the resident is accepted in part payment; and (c) That the shortfall of £280.00 toward the cost of the plaque is funded from the Ground Maintenance EMR.

Appendix A
BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
     BLUE PLAQUE – OLD MILL, DEMESNES
1. [bookmark: _Ref18408152]Introduction/bACKGROUND
1.1 Demesnes Mill (Old Corn Mill) is a Grade II listed building with English Heritage. 
The property was listed in 1973: Listing NGR NGR: NZ0530815887.
1.2 In May 2022 a resident sought the support of the council (Services) to have a blue plaque placed on the Old Mill. It was resolved to support the proposal, and an application was then made to Durham County Council to have the plaque placed on their online trail and to fund it. Subsequently the request was turned down.
1.3 The Services Committee then resolved to continue to progress things in support of its original decision.
1.4 The planning application was submitted in August 2024. It has now been approved.
1.5 With the next Service’s Committee meeting not until April, and in the next financial year I am referring this to Resources for early completion.
1.6 The resident has stated in writing that they would contribute £200.00 towards the cost of the plaque which is currently quoted at £480.00.
[bookmark: _Hlk192573801]Recommendation – (a) that the information is received; (b) That the contribution of £200.00 from the resident is accepted in part payment; and (c) That the shortfall of £280.00 toward the cost of the plaque is funded from the Ground Maintenance EMR.

Below are the Service Committee minute references and timeline.
Blue Plaque – Services – Minute references (extracts)

MEMORIAL PLAQUE REQUEST – DEMESNES CORN MILL
Received - A request from a resident to consider supporting the placing of a plaque on the 13th Century Demesnes Corn Mill.
Resolved – (a) That the council support the request to place a plaque on the 13th Century Demesnes Corn Mill; and (b) the council work with Ms Wilson to look at the process and funding required. 
BLUE PLAQUE – DEMESNES CORN MILL
Minute 61/May/22 refers – It was resolved to support the request to place a plaque on the 13th Century Demesnes Corn Mill.
The Clerk informed the members that the appraisal panel at Durham County Council had now considered the application for a blue plaque under their scheme that the significance of the mill is already recognised in two ways that are far more appropriate for buildings as it is Grade II listed and is also mentioned in the County’s Historic Environment Record. It was also noted that it is one of many mills along the river and significant buildings in the town. 
It has therefore been agreed that it should not be awarded a blue plaque under the county council scheme.
If the council decide to look at installing its own blue plaque it will need to be aware it will require both advertising permission and listed building consent.
Resolved – (a) That the information be received and noted; and (b) That the council continues to explore the possibility of installing its own blue plaque.
BLUE PLAQUE – DEMESNES CORN MILL
Minutes 23/Oct/23 & 61/May/22 refers.
Following the decision by Durham County Council (DCC) not to include a blue plaque on the old Corn Mill, the committee resolved to continue to explore the installation of a plaque.  The advice belatedly received from DCC is to make a listed building planning consent application.  To progress this, I have referred to the local historian promoting this to supply a form of words to go on the plaque. Additionally, the planning application will cost the council £50, and a resolution to spend this sum is required.
A mock-up of the plaque using the wording supplied has been obtained to aid planning application. The estimated costs of the plaque, if permission received, is in the region of £440. 
Resolved – (a) That Listed Building planning consent be submitted; and (b) That the cost of £50 for the Listed Building Planning application be approved from the 2024/25 Ground Maintenance budget.
BLUE PLAQUE – DEMESNES CORN MILL
Minutes 61/May/22, 23/Oct/23, & 16/July/24 refer.
The Listed Building consent to Durham County has been submitted. The application was at no cost.
Resolved – That the information is received and noted.
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