BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
23 JUNE 2025
PRESENT: Councillors Ing (Town Mayor), Turnbull, Foote-Wood, College, Kirkbride, Chatterjee, Nilsson
Officers: Mr Clark (Town Clerk) & Miss C Atkinson (RFO)
Others:  Laura Drew (Barnard Castle FC), Valerie Ewart, Jan Thompson & Emma Rowell.
22.	ACCEPTANCE, OR OTHERWISE OF APOLOGIES
Cllr Stenson submitted his apologies.
Resolved – That the submitted apologies be approved.
23.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
In accordance with this Council’s adopted Code of Conduct (Minute 10/May/19 refers), Members were asked whether they had any personal or prejudicial interests in any matter on the agenda and, if so, to declare those interests at this point of the meeting.  Members were reminded that a declaration could be given later in the meeting if a need arose during discussion.  No declarations were made.
24.	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr Ing referred to his attendance at the Meet and praised the organisation and how it brought the town together.
[bookmark: _Ref18072726]25.	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
12 May 2025 (Annual Council)
Resolved – That the minutes be accepted as being a true and accurate record.
26.	EN BLOC ITEMS
This is a report arising from the decision at Minute 72/Aug/04 to amalgamate a number of agenda items so that the accompanying recommendations can be moved ‘en bloc’. Any Member has a right to speak on any of the listed items, but it is hoped that discussion can be kept to a minimum.
The items included in the report were as follows:
(1)   Resources Committee – 9 June 2025 – Draft Minutes
(2)   Town Mayor Activities
Since the Council meeting on the 12 May 2025, the Town Mayor accompanied by Consorts, Miss Ellie Walker Ing, has attended the following:
26 May 	Barnard Castle Meet 
Resolved – That the draft committee meeting minutes, and Mayoral activity be received and noted. 
27.	UPDATES, AND REFERRALS FROM COMMITTEES
From the meetings outlined above at item 26 the following updates are noted:
[bookmark: _Hlk91234399] (1) Resources Committee meeting
No referrals.

Resolved – That the information be received and noted.
28.	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2024/25
Submitted – (i) Conclusion of 2024/25 Internal Audit & Internal auditor report (ii) Members to approve of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25.
Resolved – a) That the Internal Auditor report for 2024/25 is noted. 
(b) Section 1 of the 2024/25 AGAR is approved; and
(c) Section 2 of the 2024/25 AGAR is approved.
29.	EAST/WEST WARD VACANCIES – CO-OPTION
Submitted - a report covering the process for co-option and details of the applications received.
The three candidates for co-option presented to the council on why they wished to join the town council, followed by questions from members.
Resolved – (a) that Emma Rowell, Jan Thompson and Valarie Ewart are co-opted onto Barnard Castle Town Council; (b) that their Declarations of Office were signed, and they joined the meeting.
30.	WEST WARD VACANCY
Following the resignation of Cllr Mike McLean the Notice of Vacancy for the West Ward was posted on the 13 June 2025.  If no poll is called for by the 4 July, the council would be able to consider the co-option process.
Resolved – That information is received and noted.
31.	TENS FIELD – BARNARD CASTLE FOOTBALL CLUB
Submitted – Correspondence from Barnard Castle FC requesting an extension to the current lease.
Resolved – That approval be given for a 10 year lease for Barnard Castle Football Club to enable the club to seek funding to make improvements to the facilities following their recent promotion
32.	LETTER FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Submitted – Correspondence from Cllr Foote-Wood (as County Councillor)
Following a conversation with County Cllr Foote-Wood regarding anti-social behaviour and drug issues, Joy Allen, Police and Crime Commissioner has agreed to carry out a walkabout of the town on 25 June. Ms Allen has also said she would be happy to come to a future council meeting.
Resolved – (a) that the information be received and noted; (b) that Cllr Thompson join Cllr Foote-Wood and Ms Allen on the walkabout.
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