BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
9 JUNE 2025
PRESENT: Cllrs, Kirkbride (Chair), Ing, Foote-Wood, Stenson 
Officers: Mr Clark (Town Clerk)
1.	APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025-26
Cllr Chatterjee was nominated as Vice-Chair. No other nominations.
Resolved – That Cllr Chatterjee be Vice-Chair of Resources Committee for the municipal year 2025-26
2.	ACCEPTANCE, OR OTHERWISE OF APOLOGIES
Cllr Chatterjee submitted her apologies. 
Resolved – That the submitted apologies be accepted.
3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
In accordance with this Council’s adopted Constitution (Members’ Code of Conduct) (Minute 10/May/19 refers), Members will be asked whether they have any personal or prejudicial interests in any matter on the agenda and, if so, to declare those interests at this point of the meeting.  Members are reminded that a declaration can be given later in the meeting if a need arises during discussion.
Resolved – None declared.
4.	RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING – 10 MARCH 2025 – MINUTES
Resolved – That the minutes of the meeting on the 10 March 2025 be approved as a true record.
[bookmark: _Hlk64542765]5.	BUDGET MONITORING REPORTS
Received – Reports on the income and expenditure activity of the Council from 1 February to 31 March 2025. 
Resolved – That the information be received and noted.                                               
6.	EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL CONTROL 2024/25
Received - A report to assess the effectiveness of internal controls with regard to the past financial year 2024/25.
Resolved - (a) Members considered the report and agreed the council’s system of internal audit is effective, and (b) That the review forms part of the council’s Annual Governance Statement (external audit).  
7.	INTERNAL AUDIT 2024/25
Received – Internal auditors report 2024/25.
Resolved - (a) That the internal audit carried out by Mr Gordon Fletcher, the council’s internal auditor is approved; and
(b) That the internal Audit report will form part of the council’s Annual Governance Statement (external audit).
	

8.	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2024/25
In the absence of the RFO this item was deferred until Full Council on 23 June 2025.

9.	WOODLEIGH	
The lease on Woodleigh building expires in September 2030. A rent review is due in 2025 (every five years). Cllr Ing wished to discuss the issues of the rent, sub-letting and lease.
· Cllr Ing spoke on the administration costs that Woodleigh incurs and the need to look at potentially bringing in additional income following the decision made 4 years ago to allow the current sub-tenants to be in the building rent free.  When rent income was being received meant the council had its own costs covered, and did not part of the precept request, which it is currently. 
· The Clerk referred to the rent for Woodleigh being £156.00 a week, with a review due at some point this year.
· Cash Access have approached the council to look at possibly using Woodleigh as its permanent base. The Chair, Clerk and RFO will be meeting with them shortly, and the discussions will be reported back to the council.
· The Clerk will look also look into the regulations pertaining to the transfer of buildings as a community Asset in order to see if it was an option.
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