BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
15 SEPTEMBER 2025
PRESENT: Councillors Ing (Town Mayor), Ewart, Turnbull, Kirkbride, Chatterjee, Nilsson, Thompson, Rowell & Foote-Wood (from item 42)
Officers: Mr Clark (Town Clerk)
Others:  Teesdale Mercury.
33.	ACCEPTANCE, OR OTHERWISE OF APOLOGIES
Cllr’s Colledge & Stenson submitted apologies. 
Resolved – That the submitted apologies be approved.
34.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
In accordance with this Council’s adopted Code of Conduct (Minute 10/May/19 refers), Members were asked whether they had any personal or prejudicial interests in any matter on the agenda and, if so, to declare those interests at this point of the meeting.  Members were reminded that a declaration could be given later in the meeting if a need arose during discussion.  No declarations were made.
35.	MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr Ing referred to his attendance at the events referred to at item 37(4)
[bookmark: _Ref18072726]36.	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
 23 June 2025
Resolved – That the minutes be accepted as being a true and accurate record.
37.	EN BLOC ITEMS
This is a report arising from the decision at Minute 72/Aug/04 to amalgamate a number of agenda items so that the accompanying recommendations can be moved ‘en bloc’. Any Member has a right to speak on any of the listed items, but it is hoped that discussion can be kept to a minimum.
The items included in the report were as follows:
1)   Partnership Committee – 07 July 2025 – Draft minutes
(2)   Services Committee – 21 July 2025 – Draft minutes 
(3)	Resources Committee – 01 September 2025 - Draft Minutes 
(4)   Town Mayor Activities 
Since the Council meeting on the 23 June 2025, the Town Mayor accompanied by Consorts, Miss Ellie Walker Ing & Cllr Fiona Turnbull, has attended the following:
26 May 		Barnard Castle Meet 
02 July			Friends of Richardson Hospital 60-year event
01 August		Old Mill Blue Plaque unveiling
10 August		Railway Exhibition opening 
13 August		Barnard Castle Football Club
03 September	Merchant Navy Day
Resolved – That the draft committee meeting minutes, and Mayoral activity be received and noted. 
38.	UPDATES, AND REFERRALS FROM COMMITTEES
From the meetings outlined above at item 37 the following updates are noted:
[bookmark: _Hlk91234399] No referrals to full council from committees.
Resolved – That the information be received and noted.
39.	REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES
(1)	Teesdale Residents’ and Travellers’ Forum - (Cllr’s Turnbull & Stenson)
Cllr Turnbull informed the meeting that due to work commitments she is unable to continue as a representative on this forum. The Clerk agreed to take her place at future meetings with Cllr Stenson.
(2)	Larger Local Councils Forum – (Clerk & Cllr Foote-Wood)
No meetings.
(3)	The Witham Hall Ltd 	(Cllr Ing as Town Mayor)
No meetings.
(4)	Dawson Cottages Trust (Cllrs Ewart)
Cllr Ewart explained the newer members about the Trust. The Trustees are currently looking at identifying 2 new residents. Looking for a new trustee to join the Trust.  
(5)	St Mary’s Barnard Castle Hall Association (vacant)
Still looking for a member to come forward to represent the council.
(6)	Cultura Trust/Raby (Cllr Turnbull)
No meetings.
40.	WEST WARD VACANCY
Following the resignation of Mr Mike McLean a vacancy was posted in the prescribed manner.  Fourteen days following the Notice, the Council were notified that an election had not been called.  Members are now asked to consider co-option to fill the vacancy.
Resolved – (a) That the unfilled vacancy be filled through the Council Co-Option Policy; and (b) That said vacancy be posted.
41.	TEESDALE AVIATION DAY AND REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
(i)	Aviation Day
The 30th Teesdale Aviation Day Service will take place on Saturday 20th September 2025 commemorated at Woodleigh, Scar Top opposite the Castle and the Memorial Garden at Galgate. This milestone event celebrates three decades of honouring the region’s strong aviation legacy, with this year’s programme also marking the 85th anniversary of the Battle of Britain telling the story of the one and only day the aerial battle came to Barnard Castle.
Dame Sue Snowdon DCVO, HM Lord-Lieutenant to County Durham will be attending along with dignitaries from the RAF and Governor of HMP Deerbolt Melanie Stobbart. 
Highlights of the day include:
· 1000hrs the Display area opens at Woodleigh and on Scar Top
· 1030hrs Form up of a significant Parade of over 100 RAF Cadets, RAFA and HM Prison Staff on Galgate.  
· 1100hrs Service will begin with keynote address by Air Commodore Adam Sansom, RAF Regional Air Officer for the North of England
· Dramatic live storytelling by local RAF Cadets recounting the day the Battle of Britain came to Barnard Castle
· Wreath-laying ceremony at the Memorial Garden
· Unveiling of a memorial plaque for the late Mr Tony Galley on the Founders Stone
· Exhibitions and WW2 artefacts at Woodleigh, showcasing aviation history across the Dales including a static Spitfire display of the aircraft flown by Spitfire ace Adolph ‘Sailor’ Malan
· South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum and Solway Aviation Museum both with displays on site and much more.  
(ii)	Remembrance Sunday
Preparations for the Remembrance Sunday Service and parade on Sunday 09 November are underway. Members will receive an email with the detailed arrangements nearer the time but are encouraged to advise the office in advance of their attendance.
The Town Mayor will lay a wreath and observe the two minute silence at the Memorial Garden on Tuesday 11th November to mark Armistice Day.
Resolved - (a) That the information be noted; and (b) That members advise the office in advance of their attendance at the Service of Remembrance.
42.	TEESDALE CANCER RESEARCH/TURNING BARNEY PINK
 A request has been received from Teesdale Cancer Research for permission to put pink bunting around the memorial garden perimeter (Galgate) from 3rd to 17 October.
Resolved – That permission be granted to place pink bunting around the memorial garden from 3rd to 17TH October 2025.
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