
BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING (NOTES)
7 APRIL 2025
ELECTORS PRESENT: Town Councillors: Ing, Chatterjee, Foote-Wood, Blake, Ewart, Thompson & four members of the public (Electors).
NON-ELECTORS PRESENT: None. 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: One member of the press.
OFFICERS: Mr Clark (Town Clerk).
1. APOLOGIES
Cllr Turnbull had submitted her apologies.
A resident had submitted items they wish to refer – Traffic issues, anti-social behaviour/drugs and rat problems reported recently. These are included in the notes at 2.

2. GENERAL DISCUSSION(S)
· Starting on a positive note It was remarked that the recent Find & Fix team being in the town was seen as very positive. It was good for the town to see the work being done. If in future we could have them back it would be nice.

· Comments on anti-social behaviour and drug use in the town was discussed. Cllr Ing referred to the Police attending a recent council meeting, but disappointed with the responses to the issues being presented to them. He referred to wanting to engage more with the new inspector in the future. The message always seems to be reported it, and if you don’t then it never happened.
· At times it feels that as a small town we are insignificant. 

· Knowing when PACT meetings are taking place if you’re not on Facebook would be helpful.

· The town council took some criticism for placing things on Facebook

· Comment was made on the red barriers that have been left by the old Barclays bank for some time and appear to have no purpose.  The Clerk said he would look at how to resolve that issue.

· The issue of the Turks Head and the missing landlord was discussed. The town council have referred the matter of the building deteriorating and the risks to pedestrians to DCC

· Reference was made to the state of the old Nat West building in the town which is now owned by Raby. Whilst they await the major funding required for their project, they should look at maintenance on the building, so it does not deteriorate.
· The amount of HGV movements and subsequent early morning disturbance to residents was discussed following residents monitoring and producing a report submitted to the town council.  Part of Newgate has now be resurfaced, but areas of concerns still exist.

· The plate in the road opposite 41 Newgate when vehicles drive over it vibrates massively disturbing residents – every morning and throughout the day, every day. 

· The Clerk said he would contact DCC Highways to look at the plate issue.
· From last year no update could be given on DCC securing additional cemetery land.

· The Town Council was seen as transformed and it was heartening to see it trying to move things for the better of the town.

Following the end of discussions, Cllr Ing thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed.
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