
BARNARD CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
11 MAY 2026
PRESENT: Councillors Ing, Chatterjee, Foote-Wood, Turnbull, Thompson, Peat, Kirkbride, Witham, Rowell & Hand.
Officers: Mr Clark (Town Clerk)
Others: Teesdale Mercury
The outgoing Town Mayor, Cllr Ing opened the meeting.
1. ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/27
Cllr’s Foote-Wood & Ing were proposed and seconded.
A vote by show of hands was taken
Cllr Foote-Wood – 3 votes
Cllr Ing – 5 votes
Cllrs Hand & Thompson abstained
Resolved – (a) That Cllr Ing be elected Town Mayor for Municipal Year 2026/27.
2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/27
Councillor Chatterjee was proposed and seconded
Resolved – That Cllr Chatterjee be elected as Deputy Town Mayor for Municipal Year 2026/27.
3. DECLARATIONS OF OFFICE
The newly elected Town Mayor & Deputy Town Mayor duly signed their Declaration of Office forms.
4. ACCEPTANCE, OR OTHERWISE, OF APOLOGIES
Cllrs Ewart & Stenson submitted their apologies
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations were made.
6. [bookmark: _Ref18072726]council meeting minutes
 (i)	Council Meeting – 23 March 2026       
Resolved – That the minutes be accepted as being a true and accurate record.
7.	REVIEW OF THE 202/265 MAYORAL YEAR (cOUNCILLOR iNG)
 Received – Report on the 2025/26 Mayoral Year.
Resolved – (a) That the report of Mayoral Activity be received; and
(b) That the cordial thanks of the Council be extended to Councillor Paul Ing on the manner in which they have conscientiously carried out the Mayoral role during the Municipal Year 2025/26; (c) That thanks be extended to the Mayor’s Consorts: Ellie Walker Ing, Cllr Fiona Turnbull and David Walker; and that the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Chatterjee be thanked for attending on behalf of the Town Mayor on two occasions.

8.        CONFIRMATION OF NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES 2026/27
 Received – Report on committee membership
 Resolved – (a) That the committee composition is approved with the exception that Cllr Foote-Wood is replaced on the Planning Committee by Cllr Ing; and (b) That following Committee Chairs were nominated and approved:
Partnership – Cllr Rima Chatterjee	
Planning –    Cllr David Hand
Resources – Cllr Ian Kirkbride
Services –    Cllr Fiona Turnbull
9.	REPRESENTATIONS WITH EXTERNAL BODIES & REPORTING ARRANGEMENTS
Appendix A
10.	REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S AND/OR EMPLOYEES MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES
Resolved – (a) That the Council confirms and agrees to renew its employees’ and Council’s membership of the following bodies: 
(i)	Society of Local Council Clerks
(ii)	County Durham Association of Local Councils
(iii)	National Allotment Society
(iv)	Open Spaces Society
11.	CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR INSURANCE COVER IN RESPECT OF ALL     	INSURED RISKS
Resources Committee resolved in November 2018 (Minute 40/Nov/18 refers), that the Town Council’s insurance policy be maintained with Zurich Municipal. The current long-term agreement the council has reduces the premium by 5% each year and runs to 2027-28.
A full copy of the insurance schedule is maintained in the office.
Resolved – That the information be received and noted.
12.	DATES, TIMES OF ORDINARY MEETINGS OF FULL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES FOR THE 	YEAR AHEAD
Presented - A schedule of the dates, times of Council meetings and Partnership, Services, Resources and Planning Committees during the Municipal Year 2026/27. 
It was confirmed that all committee and council meetings commence at 5.30 p.m. on Mondays unless otherwise stated.
* Tuesday following the Bank Holiday
The Planning Committee will meet within two weeks of published applications relating to the parish. Meetings will be commence at 5.30pm or 5.45pm or otherwise.  
Resolved – That the following schedule of dates and times of all meetings be approved and noted for Municipal Year 2026/27.
	Partnership Committee
	Services
Committee
	Resources Committee
	Council

	13 July 2026
	27 July 2026
	*26 May 2026
	22 June 2026

	05 October 2026
	19 October 2026
	14 September 2026
	28 September 2026

	21 December 2026
	07 December 2026
	02 November 2026
	16 November 2026

	22 February 2026
	08 February 2027
	11 January 2027
	18 January 2027

	
	12 April 2027
	08 March 2027
	22 March 2027

	
	
	
	17 May 2027 (ACM)  


 
13.	APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2026/27
(A) 	Internal Auditor
At the Annual Council meeting (Minute 14(a)/May/21 refers) it was determined that the Council’s Internal Auditor for the financial year 2021/22 should be Mr Gordon Fletcher.  In accordance with standard procedures, a decision in respect of the financial year 2025/26 is now sought.
Resolved – That Mr Gordon Fletcher be appointed as this Council’s Internal Auditor for the financial year 2026/27
(B) 	External Auditor
Mazars LLP were appointed as the town council’s External Auditor for a period of 5 years from 2017. Mazars have been successful in the bidding for a further 5 years from 2022/23.
Resolved – That the information be noted.
14.	APPOINTMENT OF BANKERS FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2026/27
It has been determined that Barclay’s Bank PLC should be this council’s banker. In line with standard procedures, a decision in respect of the financial year 2026/27 is now sought.
Cllr Ing at this point referred to his disappointment with the article on the Banking Hub location at Woodleigh and the comments attributed to our County Councillors about a 24-hour ATM.

Resolved – That Barclay’s Bank PLC be appointed as this Council’s bankers for the financial year 2026/27.

15.	ANNUAL ADOPTION OF COUNCIL’S STANDING ORDERS
 Resolved – (a) That the council approve the current adopted Standing Orders.
16.	SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS (SLCC) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
The Town Clerk and RFO have been invited to the Annual SLCC conference in Gloucestershire on the 13 & 14 October 2026.
Resolved – That the information is received and noted.

Appendix A
ANNUAL REVIEW OF REPRESENTATION ON OR WORK WITH EXTERNAL BODIES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR REPORTING BACK
1. 	Introduction
1.1	This report presents a list of those bodies to which the Town Council nominates representatives and reaffirms the arrangements for reporting relevant business to the Council
2.	Nominations for Representatives 
2.1	a.	Teesdale Residents’ and Travellers Forum – Cllr Stenson & Clerk
	b.	Larger Local Councils Forum – Clerk & Cllr Foote-Wood
	c.	The Witham Hall Ltd – * Town Mayor
	d.	Dawson Cottage Trust – Cllr Ewart
	e.	Cultura Trust/Raby – Cllr Turnbull
	f.	St Mary’s Barnard Castle Hall Association – Cllr Foote-Wood
* The Witham Hall Ltd requests the Town Mayor be the representative.
3.	Reporting Arrangements
3.1	A verbal report of the relevant body will be made as part of a portfolio report 	to the next available meeting of the full council. Members (and where 	relevant, the Clerk) will have the opportunity to speak to that item at the 	meeting. Those bodies indicated above meet only occasionally and are 	reported by exception.
3.2	Where the Town Council is requested or required to take action in response to a meeting of one of these bodies, that issue will be raised on the next available agenda of the Town Council (or relevant Committee), by the 	named representative, which may be prior to the information item being reported to full council.
4.	2026/27 Municipal Year
4.1	The list at 2.1 above is for review by the council, to provide nominations and 	appointments to these bodies for 2026/27 municipal year.
Resolved – (a) That the Town Council appoints the above representatives to each of the identified bodies; and (b) That the Town Council reaffirms the reporting arrangements set out in paragraph 3.1, above.
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